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Meteorology 


To  the  St.  Neots  Urban ,  St.  Neois  Rural , 
Eaton  Socon  Rural ,  and  C ax  ton  and  Arrington 
Rural  District  Councils. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  yon  my  twelfth  Annual  Report 
as  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  your  respective  districts, 
together  with  a  resume  of  the  work  which  has  been  done,  and  my 
suggestions  as  to  those  further  measures  which  in  my  opinion  it 
would  be  expedient  to  adopt. 

I  propose,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  to  regulate  the  order  of  my 
observations  in  the  same  sequence  as  is  found  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  County  Health  Officer  for  Hunts,  and  Beds.,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  that  official  as  to  reference,  and  in 
making  a  precis  of  the  various  reports  submitted  to  him. 

As  in  my  hist  report,  I  would  ask  the  members  of  my  various 
Councils  to  carefully  read  and  study  this  first  portion  of  my  report, 
equally  with  that  which  pertains  to  their  individual  Council. 

Very  important  matters  upon  general  questions  are  touched 
upon  here,  and  are  addressed  equally  to  each  and  all  of  my 
Councils,  which — if  they  were  not  embodied  in  this  initial  part — 
would  have  to  be  recapitulated  in  each  of  the  four  special  reports 
hereafter.  I,  therefore,  ask  each  Council  to  consider  this  first  part 
as  applying  especially  to  itself. 

The  meteorological  conditions  of  1897  do  not  call  for  any  special 
remarks.  The  year  opened  with  mild  weather,  and  frost  during 
the  whole  winter  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  rainfall 
was,  however,  heavy  at  times.  A  very  serious  flood  occurred  during 
the  second  week  in  January,  and  another  in  February.  The 
months  of  April  and  May  were  exceptionally  cold,  from  prevailing 
North  East  winds,  the  latter  being  specially  inclement,  indeed 
May  is  one  of  the  most  ungenial  months  of  the  year,  and  with  one 
exception,  has  averaged  the  highest  death  rate  of  any. 

The  summer  months  do  not  call  for  notice,  but  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  was  remarkable  for  its  exceptional  mildness,  October 
and  November  being  beautiful  months.  In  December  there  were 
several  gales,  and  on  the  22nd  a  severe  frost  set  in  which  lasted 
however,  onlv  five  da  vs. 
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Area  and 
Population. 


Births  and 
Deaths. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


The  subjoined  table  shows  the  rainfall  for  the  year.  It  will  be 
seen  to  be  about  the  average  ;  but  many  of  the  deep  springs  in 
your  district  are  very  low  indeed. 


January 

1*81  inche 

February 

...  2-44 

>> 

March 

...  262 

j? 

April 

...  D76 

yy 

May 

...  D63 

yy 

J  une 

...  2-4 

yy 

July 

*57 

yy 

August 

...  3-26 

yy 

September 

...  3*62 

yy 

October 

...  1*27 

yy 

November 

*66 

December 

...  2-02 

Total 

...  24*07 

The  particulars  of  these  subjects  will  be  found  in  the  special 
report  to  each  Council. 


The  statistics  under  these  headings  will  be  found  in  the  separate 
reports,  and  do  not  require  any  notice  in  this  portion. 


This  also  will  be  discussed  under  the  special  reports.  In  some 
districts  it  is  more  than  the  average  and  in  others  less,  and  it  is 
certain  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
premature  birth. 


In  the  following  table  considerable  variation  is  shown  in  the 
returns  of  infectious  disease  under  the  Notification  Act,  the  record 
of  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District  being  considerably  heavier  than  that 
of  Caxton,  in  contra-distinction  to  the  results  of  the  previous  four 
years,  whilst  the  immunity  of  the  adjoining  Eaton  Socon  District 
from  zymotic  ailments  is  almost  phenomenal,  only  four  cases 
having  been  notified  during  the  entire  vear. 

O  W  4/ 


Caxton  &  Arrington 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Measles 

820 

192 

15 

100 

283 

59 

265 

Oi) 

Diphtheria 

36 

8 

18 

19 

2 

5 

o 

•J 

6 

Scarlatina 

10 

2 

2 

12 

8 

18 

6 

«> 

;> 

Erysipelas 

11 

16 

14 

16 

8 

24 

16 

12 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

o 

O 

0 

■»> 

t> 

English  Cholera  ... 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

886  223  60  157  332  100  221  80 


Total 
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Small  Pox. 
Vaccination. 


St.  Neots  Rural 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Measles 

3 

109 

8 

15 

7 

L2 

54 

92 

Diphtheria 

9 

2 

18 

0 

1 

1 

3 

13 

Scarlatina 

98 

45 

20 

74 

10 

4 

17 

14 

Erysipelas 

p 

o 

0 

6 

6 

7 

2 

6 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

7 

5 

4 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

1 

>> 

i 

0 

0 

1 

English  Cholera  ... 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

Total 

117 

164 

60 

101 

100 

30 

82 

132 

Eaton  Socon  Rural 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Measles 

0 

101 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

13 

0 

Scarlatina 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

0 

3 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

0 

1 

Small  Pox 

1 

u 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

5 

120 

4 

We  Pave  been  free  from  small-pox  in  all  my  districts  daring  1897. 

The  outbreak  of  small-pox  in  1895  did  much  to  further  efficient 
vaccination  and  the  number  of  vaccinated  children  to  total  births 
shows  a  better  record  than  in  many  other  places. 

An  enquiry  into  the  statistics  of  vaccination  in  my  districts 
shows  that  this  Act  is  not  s<>  efficiently  carried  out  as  could  be 
desired.  In  the  Caxton  District,  out  of  1094  births  from 
1892  to  1896,  843  have  been  vaccinated.  In  the  St.  Neots 
District  during  the  same  period,  out  of  1044  children  born,  805 
vaccination  returns  have  been  received.  In  the  Eaton  Socon 
District,  the  whole  of  which  is  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  from 
1894  to  1895,  150  births  were  registered,  23  of  which  remained 
unvaccinated.  From  September.  1895-6,  out  of  162  births,  21 
certificates  were  wanting,  while  from  September,  1896-7,  out  of 
160  births,  46  are  unvaccinated.  The  percentage  of  un vaccinated 
children  for  each  of  the  three  years  is  14*5,  13  V,  and  28*75,  thus, 
the  last  year  shows  that  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  children 
born  in  the  Eaton  Socon  District  are  unvaccinated.  This  decrease 
in  the  successful  vaccination  is  accounted  for,  I  think,  partly  as  a 
result  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccination,  and  partly  by  the 
strong-  feeling  against  vaccination  existing  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  Guardians,  and  the  consequent  reluctance  to  prosecute  offenders 
under  the  Act. 

This  disease  has  only  shown  itself  in  a  modified  form  during  the 
past  year,  there  having  been  no  heavy  record  since  1894,  and  it 
was  then  chieflv  found  in  the  St.  Neots  and  Eaton  Socon  Rural 

j 

Districts,. which  were  then  combined  under  one  Sanitary  Authority. 


Scarlatina. 


6 


Diphtheria. 


Enteric 

Fever. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


•Diphtheria  gives  the  same  total  as  last  year,  nineteen',-  with  f  ve 
deaths.  Thirteen  of  these  cases  are  attributable  to  an  outbreak  in 
the  Yelling  and  Toseland  Schools  in  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District. 

Enteric  fever  may  be  sail  to  be  practically  absent  from  your 
districts,  four  cases  only  having  been  reported  during  the  year 
from  the  three  districts  where  the  Notification  Act  is  in  force,  and 
this  fact  undoubtedly  speaks  well  for  their  sanitary  condition. 

The  lessons  of  Maidstone,  King’s  Lynn  and  ( lifton  have  forced 
into  more  prominence  than  ever  the  importance  of  good  water 
supply,  not  only  with  regard  to  water  used  for  drinking  purposes, 
but,  also,  to  that  which  is  used  in  dairies  supplying  milk  to  the 
public.  Moreover,  with  regard  to  this  disease,  recent  researches 
tend  to  show  that  certain  conditions  of  soil  have  to  be  reckoned 
with  as  regards  the  prevalence  of  enteric  fever  in  particular  districts, 
and  it  is  very  possible  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  certain  discoveries 
with  regard  to  the  etiology  of  this  disease,  and  its  frequent 
recurrence  in  certain  localities,  for  which  we  have,  hitherto,  been 
unable  to  account. 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  fever  have  been  reported  during  the 
year,  two  of  them — both  in  the  Caxton  Workhouse — having  a 
fatal  termination.  A  special  report  was  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  text  of  which  appears  in  the  report  to  the 
Caxton  Council. 

There  have  been  several  other  cases  in  your  districts  of  a 
doubtful  character  in  lying-in  women,  which  I  think  it  would  have 
been  safer  to  have  reported.  In  view  of  the  terrible  fatality 
attached  to  such  cases,  the  utmost  care  and  discretion  should  be 
taken  as  to  notification.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  1896-7,  gives  the  rate  of  mortality  from 
puerperal  fever  at  the  enormous  percentage  of  54*9. 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  certain  diseases,  or  febrile  states — that 
are,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  serious  enough — not  only 
assume  an  exceeding  virulence  and  fatality,  when  found  in 
connection  with  puerperal  women,  but  are  also  horribly  infective 
to  other  women  during  the  lying-in  period,  and  cannot  be  too 
carefully  guarded  against. 

“Puerperal  Fever”  is  in  reality  a  generic  term  for  all  sorts  of 
dangerous  puerperal  conditions,  whether  it  be  septicaemia,  pneu¬ 
monia  or  phlegmasia  dolens,  and  they  are  one  and  all  equally 
dangerous  to  parturient  women,  and  infective  to  others  in  a  like 
state.  All  these  conditions  should,  undoubtedly,  be  notified  under 
one  common  head  of  “Puerperal  Fever,”  and  each  case  may  then 
be  relegated  into  such  sub-section  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  elect  to  place  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Thresh, 
the  Countv  Medical  Officer  for  Essex,  is  on  the  safe  side  when  he 
suggests  that  all  cases  of  febrile  conditions  within  nine  days  of 
delivery  should  be  notified. 
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Measles. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diarrhoea. 


Influenza. 


Heart, 

Disease. 


Phthisis  and 
Cancer. 


It  is  equally  clear  that  the  specific  poison  of  scarlatina  or 
erysipelas  is  capable  of  producing  the  condition  known  as  “  puer¬ 
peral  fever,’’  and  it  is  held  by  many  competent  authorities  that  a 
medical  man  is  not  justified  in  attending  midwifery  while  he  is, 
or  has  recently  been,  handling  cases  of  the  above  nature. 

When  I  was  first  qualified,  I  had  one  bitter  experience  which 
has  lasted  me  all  my  life.  My  principal  and  I  were  attending  a 
bad  case  of  erysipelas  and  were  the  means  of  conveying  the  poison 
to  certain  midwifery  cases  we  were  called  to  attend.  In  all,  seven 
deaths  resulted,  for  which — although  I  did  not  then  recognize  the 
truth — I  feel  sure  we  wTere  morally  accountable. 

Measles  has,  as  usual,  by  far  the  largest  share  in  the  notified 
diseases,  92  cases  being  registered  in  St.  Neots  Rural,  and  55  in 
the  Caxton  district.  Eaton  Socon  has  no  record. 

As  will  be  seen,  about  five-eighths  of  the  notifiable  diseases  were 
measles,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  every  purpose  would 
be  served  by  the  first  cases  only  in  each  house,  being  notified. 

This  disease  has  not  been  adopted  by  any  of  your  districts  under 
the  Notification  Act,  but  it  has  been  exceedingly  prevalent  in 
some  of  them.  Six  deaths  are  registered  against  it,  and  certain 
schools  were  closed  during  the  year  in  consequence  of  the  out¬ 
breaks. 

Ten  deaths  are  certified  from  this  disease,  seven  of  them 
occurring  in  the  St.  Neots  Urban  District,  six  of  them  being  under 
one  year. 

Influenza  was  very  prevalent  during  the  early  and  later  months 
of  the  year,  but  was  not  of  nearly  so  severe  a  type  as  in  previous 
years.  Eight  deaths  were  registered  from  it. 

I  have  once  more  to  draw  attention  to  the  vagueness  of  the 
information  afforded  in  death  certificates  under  this  heading.  Out 
of  a  total  of  31  deaths,  20  are  returned  under  the  two  words 
“  morbus  cordis  ”  without  giving  the  smallest  information  as  to 
whether  the  ailment  was  primary,  or  whether  it  was  a  secondary 
complication,  or,  if  primary,  what  was  its  nature.  It  is  obvious 
that  with  this  scant  knowledge,  it  is  impossible  fcr  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  classify  the  different  forms  of  heart  disease  so 
as  to  be  of  any  value. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  increase  or  decrease  of  these  important 
diseases,  I  have  tabulated  the  death  returns  from  them  as  given 
for  the  past  twelve  years,  and  the  following  table  represents  the 
number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  and  cancer  during  that  period. 

It  shows  the  totals  of  each  disease  in  each  year  in  all  the 
districts  combined,  and  in  each  district  separately,  and  it  also 
shows  the  totals  of  each  disease  for  the  twelve  years  in  each 
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district,  together  with  the  grand  totals. 

The  fact  that  in  and  after  1895,  four  districts  are  represented, 
instead  of  three,  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  averages  obtained 
from  this  table,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  St. -Neots  Rural  District 
having  been  split  up  at  that  date  into  two  districts  for  sanitary 
purposes,  but  without  involving  any  alteration  of  area  or 
population. 


PHTHISIS.  CANCER. 


Year. 

St.  Neots  Urban. 

Caxton. 

r— 1 

C3 

r— < 

3 

hH 

m 

O 

CD 

4—’ 

C/J 

Eaton  Socon. 

Totals. 

St.  Neots  Urban. 

Caxton. 

"3 

p 

02 

-t-i 

o  . 

CJ 

+3 

ui 

£3 

o 

o 

o 

rji 

o 

c3 

w 

Totals. 

1886 

3 

15 

19 

37 

7 

8 

12 

27 

1887 

7 

14 

12 

o  o 
OO 

6 

5 

7 

.  •  . 

18 

1888 

6 

16 

13 

35 

3 

6 

7 

•  •  . 

16 

1889 

6 

9 

11 

26 

2 

11 

13 

.  .  . 

26 

1890 

6 

13 

17 

36 

5 

4 

8 

• . . 

17 

1891 

8 

9 

15 

32 

4 

4 

20 

•  •  • 

28 

1892 

4 

18 

10 

32 

1 

9 

13 

.  •  • 

23 

1893 

3 

6 

11 

20 

3 

6 

9 

•  •  • 

18 

1891 

5 

9 

12 

26 

1 

4 

17 

... 

22 

1 895 

2 

7 

6 

5 

20 

4 

7 

11 

5 

27 

1896 

2 

5 

5 

2 

14 

8 

5 

5 

4 

22 

1897 

4 

7 

6 

3 

20 

7 

6 

14 

3 

30 

T’tls 

I  56 

128 

137 

10 

331 

5 1 

75 

136 

12  1274 

With  regard  to  phthisis,  reference  to  the  table  shows  that  there 
has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  this  disease  since,  and  including 
the  year  1893.  The  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  for  the 
twelve  years,  in  all  the  districts  combined,  amounts  to  12 ‘76. 
During  the  years  1886  to  1892,  inclusive,  the  death  rate  per  1000 
of  population  was  8'88,  whilst  the  five  years,  1893  to  1897,  only 
give  3 ’8 8,  showing  a  most  marked  improvement,  but  this  is  still 
far  too  high,  the  annual  average  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  ten  years  1886-95  being  R54. 

This  decrease  is  certainly  very  satisfactory,  and  is  probably,  in 
part  due  to  amendment  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  buildings  and 
premises  as  to  dampness,  ventilation,  Ac.,  and  the  better  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  etiology  and  infectiveness  of  this  disease,  and  the 
consequent  increased  care  in  the  management  and  isolation  of  such 
cases,  together  with  precautions  as  to  the  disinfection  of  sputa, 
Ac.,  and,  possibly,  in  guarding  against  the  now  recognized  risk 
involved  in  sleeping  with  a  consumptive  patient. 

As  regards  cancer,  no  such  decrease  is  apparent,  and  the  death 
rate  per  1000  of  population  for  all  the  districts  for  twelve  years 
comes  out  at  10%53  The  last  six  years  yield  ten  more  deaths  than 
the  previous  six,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  the  past  year  gives  the 
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highest  total  of  all  the  twelve,  viz.,  thirty. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  cancer  is  considerably  on  the 
increase.  The  deaths  from  this  disease  in  England  and  Wales 
show  a  great  increase  during  the  decade,  1886-95,  the  first  year 
giving  a  total  of  16243,  the  last  22945,  with  a  regular  increase 
each  year.  The  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  in  1886  comes 
out  at  5'90,  whilst  in  1895.  it  is  as  high  as  7 '55.  The  death  rate 
in  my  districts  as  shown  above  comes  out  higher  again  during  the 
twelve  years  quoted,  and  amounts  to  10-53. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of-  certain  of  my  districts  lie  in,  what  Dr.  Alfred  Haviland  in  his 
work  on  “The  Geographical  Distribution  of  Heart  Disease, 
Phthisis  and  Cancer,”  designated  as  “  one  of  the  three  great  cancer 
beds  of  England,”  viz.,  the  valley  and  watershed  of  the  Great 
Ouse,  and  it  may  be  that  the  undue  prevalence  of  this  terrible 
disease  here,  is  to  some  extent  accounted  for  bv  this  fact. 

Isolation  The  want  of  any  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  earliest 

Hospitals,  cases  of  infectious  disease  still  exists,  and  I  regret  to  say  appears 
likely  to  continue.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  see  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  County  Health  Officer  for  Bedford  a  suggestion  that 
the  present  hospital  at  Biggleswade  should  be  made  available  for  my 
Eaton  Socon  Rural  Rural  District  in  combination  with  Biggleswade 
Urban  and  Rural  Councils,  and  that  these  three  Authorities  be  jointly 
asked  to  erect  a  small  probationary  or  emergency  block.  It  is 
surely  time  that  this  matter  should  no  longer  be  delayed,  and  I 
trust  the  suggestion  above  quoted  may  bear  fruit. 

Disinfection.  The  disinfection  of  houses  and  premises  has  been  efficiently 
carried  out  during  1897  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I  have,  as  you  are  aware,  long  since  ceased  to  believe  in,  or  trust 
to,  sulphurous  acid  gas  for  disinfection,  and  I  have  made  strong- 
representations  on  this  point  in  previous  reports. 

At  the  time  of  the  small  pox  outbreak  I  used  the  mercurial 
perchloride,  wdth  an  Equifex  Sprayer  with  excellent  results,  and  I 
asked  my  Councils  at  the  time  to  purchase  one  each  for  their 
districts,  but  the  expense  proved  an  insuperable  objection.  I  have 
now,  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  past  year,  been  using 
Formic  Aldehyde  in  its  gaseous  form  by  the  vaporization  of 
Paraform  Aldehyde  tablets  by  means  of  heat  in  the  presence  of 
water,  produced  by  the  combustion  of  methylated  spirit,  I  am  also 
using  it  very  freely  in  solution  as  formalin. 

It  has  been  conclusively  proved  by  the  experiments  of  Drs. 
Kenwood,  S.  Rideal,  and  many  others,  that  in  Formic  Aldehyde, 
we  have  a  disinfecting  medium  which,  in  germicidal  powers,  is 
fully  equal  to  the  mercurial  salt,  whilst  it  has  the  incomparable 
advantage  of  being  perfectly  harmless  in  its  nature.  The  value 
of  its  virtues  was  fully  discussed  at  the  Leeds  Conference  last  year 
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when  papers  were  read  upon  the  subject  and  experiments  were 
carried  out  before  a  large  number  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
It  has  the  further  meiit  that  the  alformant  lamps,  used  for 
vaporization,  are  exceedingly  cheap,  and  that  the  gas  itself  does  not 
in  any  way  effect  textile  fabrics,  linen  garments,  blankets,  clothes, 
wall  papers  or  pictures,  whilst,  by  its  penetrating  power  it  effectu¬ 
ally  disinfects  all  such  articles  left  in  a  room.  The  results  of  the 
experiments  go  to  show  that  twenty  grammes  of  Parafoim  Aldehyde 
when  vaporized,  are  quite  sufficient  to  disinfect  a  roc  m  of  1C00 
cubic  feet  at  a  cost  of  about  threepence.  The  lamp  is  so  regulated, 
also,  that  the  diffusion  of  the  tablets  will  be  effected  within  the 
short  space  of  time  of  half-an-hour  to  one  hour.  Thus  a  medical 
inspector  may  wait  for  the  diffusion  being  completed  and  then 
proceed  to  the  next  place,  with  the  further  advantage  as  to  saving 
of  time  that  he  need  not  again  return  to  the  same  premises,  and 
need  not,  as  is  now  done  with  other  methods  of  disinfection,  take 
an  inventory  of  the  articles  to  be  sent  out  for  special  disinfection. 


W  ater 

Supply. 


The  question  of  water  supply — always  recognized  as  a  matter  of 
paramount  importance — has  recently  been  forced  into  much  greater 
prominence  by  events  during  the  past  year.  The  terrible  lessons 
of  Maidstone,  Lynn  and  Clifton  seem  to  have,  at  last,  awakened 
the  general  public  to  a  full  realization  of  the  tremendous  issues 
v7hich  underlie,  and  are  involved  in,  the  question  of  a  good  or  bad 
water  supply  for  drinking  purposes. 


As  this  report  is  concerned  only  with  those  conditions  and 
circumstances  affecting  the  sanitary  state  and  public  health  of 
those  districts  under  my  charge,  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  discuss 
in  detail  the  particulars  of  these  three  epidemics,  beyond  fully 
recognizing  that  the  one  sole  factor  in  each  case  was  polluted  water, 
and  realizing  that  they  were  object  lessons,  as  to  the  utter  folly  of 
trusting  absolutely  and  implicitly  to  any  water  company  whatever 
for  the  purity  and  the  wholesomeness  of  the  article  it  supplies. 
In  the  Maidstone  and  Lynn  disasters  they  were  produced  from  the 
actual  drinking  of  the  impure  water,  whilst  in  the  case  of  Clifton, 
although  the  wrater  was  not  actually  drunk,  it  was  produced  by 
the  action  of  sewage-polluted  vTater  in  one  particular  dairy. 

District  Councils  cannot,  I  imagine,  in  the  light  of  recent 
experiences,  fail  to  appreciate  that  a  good  water  supply  is  in  every 
way  cheaper,  in  money  as  well  as  life,  than  an  extensive  outbreak 
of  typhoid  with  all  its  terrible  consequences. 

At  the  time  of  going  to  press,  an  important  circular-letter  from 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  District  Councils  and  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  water  supply,  has 
been  received,  suggesting  that  every  Sanitary  Authority  should 
obtain  accurate  information  under  this  head.  The  District 
Councils  are  reminded  that  they  are  responsible  for  the  wdmlesome 
quality  of  the  water  in  their  district,  and  that  they  should  by  care¬ 
ful  enquiry  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  sources,  nature 
and  quality  of  the  various  supplies  in  all  parts  of  their  districts. 
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Pollution  of 
Rivers  and 
Streams. 


The  chief  indication  under  this  head  is  restricted  to  one  or  two 
streams  in  my  four  districts,  practically,  the  Ouse,  the  river  Kim, 
and  other  small  streams  in  the  Caxton  District,  but  any  necessary 
remarks  as  to  their  conditions  will  be  found  in  the  separate 
reports. 


Drainage, 
Sewerage  and 
Removal  of 
Excreta. 


The  drainage  and  sewerage  arrangements  in  your  districts  have 
been  improved,  as  far  as  is  possible,  in  areas  consisting  chiefly  of 
small  villages  and  hamlets  where  no  regular  sewers  exist.  The 
management  of  the  roads  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  District 
Councils,  and  the  surveyors  have  paid  due  attention  to  the  keeping 
clear  of  the  public  water-courses,  dykes,  and  surface  water  drains. 


The  crusade  against  the  old  privy-midden  is  still  being  carried 
on,  but  the  opposition  to  their  abolition  continues  as  strong  as 
ever.  When  endeavouring  to  persuade  owners  to  remove  them,  I 
am  constantly  met  with  the  rejoinder  that  the  vaults  are  perfectly 
sound  and  water-tight,  and  therefore  can  do  no  harm,  the  fact 
being  entirely  ignored  that  there  are  large  accumulations  of  foecal 
matter,  close,  or  approximately  near,  to  dwelling  houses,  that  are 
decomposing,  and  continuously  giving  off  harmful  emanations. 
Use  has  become  second  nature,  and  arguments  are  unavailing,  and 
thus,  nuisances  are  perpetuated  which  under  no  other  possible 
conditions  would  be,  for  one  moment,  tolerated  by  these  very 
owners. 

Sir  R.  Thorne  Thorne,  the  principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  his  inaugural  address  to  the  Midland 
Medical  Society  last  year  condemns  these  abominations  in  the 
most  emphatic  and  unmistakeable  language.  He  states  that  the 
midden-privy  “  presents  every  feature  that  should  be  studiously 
avoided,”  and  describes  it  as  “  always  storing  up  decomposing 
excreta  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings,”  and  that  “it  provides 
almost  every  condition  favourable  to  the  production  of  a  nuisance, 
and  to  the  setting  up  and  maintenance  of  those  very  conditions 
favourable  to  the  production  of  a  nuisance  which  seem  to  be 
essential  to  the  vitality  and  multiplication  of  the  typhoid  bacillus.' 5 
He  further  adds  “  the  fact  that,  with  our  present  knowledge,  such 
a  structure  as  the  common  midden-privy  should  not  only  still 
exist  in  our  midst,  but  be  clung  to  with  a  perverted  tenacity,  is 
in  my  opinion  the  greatest  blot  which  attaches  to  English  Sanitary 
administration  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Apart  from 
its  sanitary  aspect,  it  is  a  system  as  degrading  and  ignoble,  as  it  is 
foul,  and  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  look  back 
to  it  as  a  barbarism  of  the  past.”  The  pity  of  it  is  that  the  full 
text  of  this  scathing  condemnation  cannot  be  printed  in  the  largest 
type  and  posted  broadcast  in  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  in  the 
kingdom. 

Other  matters  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the  special 
reports. 
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House 

Sanitation. 


Overcrowd¬ 

ing. 


This  subject  has  received  the  attention  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances  during  the  year,  and  where  necessary,  particular  houses 
have  been  either  closed  or  repaired  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  It  is  at  times  exceedingly 
difficult  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  some  of  these  cases,  and  great 
pressure  has  frequently  to  be  put  cn  owners  to  put  houses  in 
habitable  repair,  and  they  will  often  at  once  evict  their  tenants 
rather  than  spend  any  money,  and  this  places  the  officials  in  an 
awkward  predicament. 

The  question  also  of  overcrowding  frequently  presents  many 
difficulties,  and  in  sparsely  inhabited  and  purely  rural  districts,  has 
to  be  dealt  with  with  considerable  caution.  Whenever  such  cases 
have  been  found  and  where  it  has  been  practicable,  the  evil  has  been 
remedied,  but  in  closing  any  overcrowded  cottage,  or  evicting  some 
of  its  inmates,  care  must  be  taken  that  they  have  somewhere  to 
house  themselves,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  enforcing 
the  powers  we  possess,  if,  as  is  very  possible,  theic  be  no 
available  cottage  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  labourer  earning  good 
wages  may  suddenly  not  only  be  rendered  homeless,  but  may  lose 
his  work  and  means  of  livelihood,  and  as  a  result  be  forced  into 
the  workhouse  and  become  chargeable  to  the  rates. 

A  great  number  of  people  fail  to  recognize  that  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  overcrowding  in  rural  areas  and  similar  con¬ 
ditions  in  large  towns  and  cities.  Circumstances  alter  cases,  and 
whilst  entirely  deprecating  the  existence  of  overcrowding,  both  from 
a  sanitary  and  moral  point,  those  drastic  measures,  which  would  be 
imperative  in  the  small  courts  and  alleys  of  populous  towns  and 
cities,  where  the  air  space  is  confined  and  the  air  itself  vitiated  and 
stagnant,  may,  to  some  extent,  be  safely  abrogated  in  the  case  of 
cottages  situated  in  the  open  country  and  surrounded  with  an 
unlimited  supply  of  pure  fresh  air  constantly  in  motion. 


few  vears  ago  an  eviction  order  was  carried  out  in 
crowding  in  a  village 


As  an  example  of  the  difficulties  surrounding  these  cases,  some 

a  case  of  over¬ 
in  the  Caxton  district.  The  family  could 
obtain  no  other  house,  and  in  consequence  slept  for  two  nights  on 
an  open  Common,  with  a  result  that  one  of  the  children  contracted 
pneumonia  and  died.  It  is  obvious  that  unless  great  caution  is 
used  in  dealing  with  such  cases,  we  may,  by  endeavouring  to 
remedy  one  evil,  only  precipitate  a  greater  catastrophe,  for  which 
the  Authorities  would  be,  at  least  morally  if  not  legally,  responsible. 


Schools.  H  has  been  necessary  in  consequence  of  outbreaks  of  infectious 

disease  on  several  occasions  to  close  the  schools  in  various  villages. 
The  circumstances  in  connection  with  each  closure  will  be  found 
where  the  respective  outbreaks  are  discussed. 

Premises  The  premises  which  are  regulated  by  Sanitary  Authorities,  are 

Regulated  by  the  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  dairies,  cow-sheds  and  milk- 
Sanitary  shops. 

Authorities.  1 


13 


Regular  inspection  of  the  two  first  classes  of  buildings  has  been 
systematically  carried  out,  and  it  can  be  safely  stated  that  in  your 
districts  they  are  in  a  good  and  sanitary  condition. 

r.  .  .  ,  The  dairies  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

Dairies*  and  •  .  ”  ^  L  °  ^ 

Cowsheds  v^ew  oiilk  as  a  medium  for  the  production  of  typhoid  fever, 

the  question  of  the  water  used  in  dairies  has  recently  assumed 

great  importance.  The  outbreak  at  Clifton  shows  the  danger 

arising  from  polluted  water,  which  although  not  actually 

drunk,  may  by  its  direct  agency,  when  used  as  a  vehicle 

for  cleansing  purposes,  produce  this  terrible  disease  with  equal 

certainty  and  facility.  The  one  outbreak  of  typhoid  which  has 

occurred  in  the  Urban  District  of  St.  Neots  during  twelve  years 

was  distinctly  traceable  to  a  similar  cause,  all  the  cases  being 

confined  exclusively  to  persons  drinking  milk  from  that  dairy. 

I  am  at  present  going  carefully  into  the  water  supply  of  each  of 
the  dairies  in  my  district,  not  only  those  that  supply  milk  locally, 
but  also  those  sending  their  milk  to  London  and  other  large 
centres.  Analyses,  sufficient  to  prove  the  presence  or  absence  of 
pollution  from  vegetable  or  animal  organic  matter,  will  be  duly  made, 
tabulated,  and  reported  hereafter.  For  obvious  reasons  names  and 
addresses  will  be  with-held,  but  each  dairy  will  be  represented  by 
a  number.  In  those  cases  where  the  water  is  impure,  instructions 
will  be  issued  for  a  discontinuance  of  its  use,  or  the  sale  of  the 
milk  will  be  stopped  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention) 
Act.  Apart  from  the  mere  fact  of  adulteration,  the  addition  of 
water  to  milk  is  a  matter  for  careful  consideration,  from  the  great 
danger  arising  from  the  possibility  that  the  adulterating  water 
may  be  polluted,  and  capable  of  producing  typhoid. 

Pen ii ■  s.  i  vc  in  my  last  report,  the  Caxton,  Eaton  Socon,  and  St. 

Acts  and  Bye  ^e°fs  Rural  Districts  have  adopted  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Laws.  "  Notification  Act,  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  and  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act.  The  St  Neots  Urban  District 
have  adopted  the  model  bye-laws  laid  down  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  and  the  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act,  but  none  of  the 
other  Acts,  a  fact  greatly  to  be  deprecated. 

Special  Lastly,  the  text  of  all  special  reports  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 

Kepsa-ts.  ment  Board  and  to  the  District  Councils  upon  matters  of  import 
which  have  transpired  during  the  year  have,  in  accordance  with 
the  general  order  of  the  Authorities  in  London,  and  at  the  particular 
request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  (for  convenience  of  reference) 
been  reproduced  here. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  valuable  suggestions  made  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  for  Hunts,  and  Beds,  in  his  exhaustive 
report  for  1896,sin  so  far  as  your  districts  are  concerned,  will  receive 
every  attention  at  your  hands  with  a  view  to  their  adoption. 

I  have  once  more  to  express  my  obligations  to  my  Councils  for 
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the  courtesy  extended  to  me  for  another  year,  and  to  my  officers 
for  their  aid  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  work  in  my 
districts. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  POYNTZ  WEIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 


To  the  St.  Neots  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual 
Report  as  to  the  condition  cf  your  Urban  District. 

Below  is  the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  giving  a  record 
in  detail  of  his  work  during  the  past  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 

Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 
Number  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  inspected 
Number  of  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.  ... 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and 
Premises 

Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  Cleansed,  Repaired,  Whitewashed, 

Am 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  Ac. 

Stable  Drains  Ventilated 
Privies  and  Waterclosets  Repaired,  Ac. 

New  E.Cs.  provided  in  place  of  Vaults,  Ac. 

Dust  Bins — New  provided 
Ditto  Repaired,  Covered,  Ac _ 

Water  Supply— Cisterns  Cleansed,  Repaired  and  Covered 
Dust  Removal — Number  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to,  Privies  Emptied,  Ac.  ...  1009 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 

Animal  and  other  Refuse...  ...  ...  24 

Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  13 

T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  estimate  of  the  population  comes  out  slightly  on  the 
increase,  but  it  is  difficult  to  be  quite  certain  that  this  is  correct. 
It  is  arrived  at  by  the  usual  method  and  rendered  as  nearly 
correct  as  is  possible. 

One  hundred  births  were  registered  in  1897,  and  give  a  rate 
per  1000  of  population  of  27  ’92,  the  highest  but  one  for  the  past 
twelve  years. 

Sixty -three  deaths  were  also  registered,  giving  a  rate  per  1000 
of  population  of  13*08,  which  is  a  favourable  one. 

Fifteen  children  died  in  your  district  during  the  year,  under 
five  years  of  age,  thirteen  of  them  being  under  twelve  months. 
This  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  1896,  but  very  much  lower 
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than  any  of  the  ten  previous  years.  Of  the  fifteen  deaths,  six 
were  registered  from  diarrhoea,  all  under  one  year  ;  three  from 
developmental  diseases ;  two  from  local  disease ;  two  from  ill- 
defined  causes  ;  and  two  from  dietic  diseases. 

Zymotic  Seven  deaths  are  recorded  under  this  heading,  the  whole  of 

Diseases,  which  resulted  from  diarrhoea,  and  as  before  stated,  six  of  these 


Influenza. 


Phthisis, 


Cancer. 


Respiratory  This  class  of  disease  yields  twelve  deaths  with  a  rate  2 ‘96  per 
Diseases  1000  of  population.  Six  were  from  bronchitis  in  patients  between 
65  and  76  years  of  age. 

Prevention  In  November  last  I  made  one  more  effort  to  induce  your 
of  Infectious  Council  to  bring  into  operation  the  Act  for  the.  Notification  of 
Disease.  Infectious  Diseases,  which  was  adopted  two  years  since,  and  I 
made  a  special  representation  to  your  Council  to  that  effect.  A 
notice  was,  in  consequence,  entered  upon  the  agenda  paper  for  the 
December  meeting,  that  the  question  be  considered  and  a  resolution 
put.  At  that  meeting  the  matter  was  fully  discussed,  and  a 
resolution  that  that  the  Act  come  into  force  on  10th  Januarv, 

KJ  ' 

1897,  was  put  from  the  chair. 

The  whole  Council — thirteen — were  present,  and  when  it  came 
to  voting,  as  you  are  aware,  six  hands  were  held  up  “  for,”  and 
six  “  against.”  The  Chairman,  however,  declined  to  vote  or  to 
express  his  views  either  way,  and  the  matter  was  therefore  left  in 
statu  quo. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  adquately  express  my  regret  at  the 
result.  You  are  fully  acquainted  with  my  views  upon  this  matter. 
I  have  used  every  argument  in  my  power  to  induce  you  to  bring  into 
operation  an  Act  which  you  have  actually  adopted  two  years  ago. 
I  can  do  no  more,  and  the  Council  must  now  accept  the  responsi¬ 
bility. 


were  infants  under  one  year.  These  deaths  were  all  registered  in 
August  and  September,  and  constitute  a  heavy  record  for  this 
town.  The  zymotic  death-rate  comes  out  a  R72  per  1000  of 
population.  No  death  was  registered  under  any  other  of  the 
zymotic  diseases. 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  give  a  total  of  three,  but  not  being 
included  as  a  notifiable  disease,  they  are  not  embodied  in  the 
returns  of  zymotic  disease. 

A  slight  increase  in  deaths  from  this  disease-  is  registered.  I 
have  in  the  first  portion  of  this  report  gone  fully  into  the 
incidence  and  fluctuations  of  phthisis,  to  which  I  would  draw  your 
attention. 

Cancer  has  seven  deaths  against  it,  and  here,  again,  I  have  gone 
into  the  question  of  this  disease  in  the  general  portion  of  this 
report.  1  regret  that  there  is  no  doubt  cancer  is  on  the  increase. 
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Up  to  the  present  time  none  of  the  opponents  of  the  Act  have 
been  able  to  give  me  a  valid  answer  as  to  why  St.  Neots  should 
be  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  an  Act  that  is  in  force  in  every 
other  portion  of  the  County,  and  no  arguments  possessed  of  a 
single  logical  basis  have  been  adduced  to  prove  their  case. 

It  is,  I  fear,  useless  to  re-traverse  the  old  ground.  I  will  once 
more,  however,  endeavour  to  show  the  the  fallacy  of  the  arguments 
which  have  been  brought  forward  by  those  who  oppose  the 
enforcing  of  this  most  valuable  Act. 

It  is  chiefly  opposed  under  the  four  following  heads  : — 

(1)  That  the  Act  is  not  wanted  or  required  in  St.  Neots. 

(2)  The  question  of  expense. 

(3)  That  t/ie  Act  confers  no  extra  powers. 

iff)  That  the  Act  is  penal  in  character. 

As  to  the  Act  not  being  wanted,  it  is  wanted  everywhere ,  wher¬ 
ever  infectious  disease  breaks  out,  and  unless  any  District  Council 
can  guarantee  their  district  against  the  future  outbreak  of  any 
such  disease,  they  are  bound,  as  guardians  of,  and  responsible  for, 
the  public  health  to  adopt  it.  It  is  now  in  force  in  the  Counties 
of  Hunts,  and  Beds.,  in  every  spot  but  two,  St.  Neots  and  Leighton 
Buzzard,  and  also  in  1527  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  works  well  and  with  enormous  advantage  in 
all  these,  and  no  sophistry  or  argument  can  prove  that  it  would 
not  do  so  in  the  case  of  St.  Neots. 

The  second  objection — that  of  expense — is  uttterly  irrelevant  to 
the  question  at  issue.  If  the  Act  had  been  in  force  since  and 
including  the  year  1887,  I  am  in  a  position  to  prove,  by  each 
year’s  returns,  that  the  cost  to  the  town  for  the  eleven  years 
would  have  been  £5  12s.  6d.,  in  other  words,  45  cases  at  2s. 6d. 
each,  or  10s.  2^d.  per  annum.  This,  I  think,  disposes  of  the 
expense  argument,  for  even  granting  that  there  may  have  been 
double  the  number  of  cases  which  have  not  come  to  the  ears  of  the 
Authority,  £1  Is.  Od.  a  year  would  have  covered  the  amount. 

Thirdly,  as  regards  further  powers.  Of  course  the  Act  gives  no 
further  powers,  they  are  not  needed,  full  powers  already  exist. 
What  is  wanted,  however,  is  the  opportunity  to  use  them,  and  the 
Act  was  passed  not  to  provide  further  powers,  but  to  compel  that 
information  to  the  sanitary  officials  that  will  enable  them  to  at 
once  put  in  force  the  powers  that  they  already  possess.  It  was 
further  argued,  under  this  heading,  that  the  necessary  information 
is  accorded  without  enforcing  the  Act,  the  fallacy  of  which  is 
proved  by  the  very  fact  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  the  information  voluntarily,  that  the  necessity  for 
the  Act  arose.  Had  the  information,  both  now  and  heretofore, 
been  afforded  without  it,  the  Act  would  never  have  been  required 
or  passed. 
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Lastly,  as  to  the  Act  being  penal,  it  certainly  is  penal,  but  no 
more  so  than  all  other  Acts  of  a  similar  character.  How  indeed, 
could  this,  or  any  other  like  statute,  be  enforced  unless  it  were 
penal  1  It  could  be  defied  at  will.  The  Act  is  only  penal,  how¬ 
ever,  to  those  who  break  it,  and  this  is  the  very  point  at  which 
the  shoe  pinches. 

The  real  truth  is  this.  Certain  opponents  of  the  Act — who,  for 
reasons  of  their  own,  too  obvious  to  mention,  desire  to  conceal 
the  fact  of  there  being  infectious  disease  upon  their  premises — 
object  to  being  compelled  to  disclose  the  fact  to  the  Authorities, 
even  should  the  public  suffer  in  consequence,  and  rather  than  do 
so,  to  the  possible  detriment  of  their  own  interests,  they  will  incur 
any  risk  to  others,  oppose  any  legislation  that  would  enforce  it, 
and  raise  every  conceivable  obstacle  to  frustrate  the  Act  coming 
into  operation. 

I  may  add  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  your  Council,  a  requisition 
was  received  from  the  County  Council  urging  this  Urban  Council 
to  put  the  Act  into  force,  but  no  action  has  been  taken,  and  the 
matter  remains  as  it  was  two  years  since. 

Water  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  approach  the  question  of  your 

Supply,  water  supply.  At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  a  Syndicate  had 
applied  to  Parliament  for  powers  to  provide  St,  Neots  with  water, 
proposing  to  take  such  water  from  the  gravel  bed  of  the  river 
Ouse.  The  Bill  came  before  a  Special  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  May  last,  and  the  Promoters  obtained  the  powers  they 
sought— as  I  consider  against  the  interests  of  the  town — and  it  is 
perhaps  well  that  I  should  here  state  the  line  of  action  I  took, 
and  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

As  soon  as  I  became  aware  of  the  site  proposed,'  I  offered  it  the 
most  strenuous  opposition  in  my  power,  believing  it  to  be  an 
unsuitable  one.  and  early  last  year  I  made  a  special  report  to  your 
Council,  of  which  the  following  is  a  verbatim  copy  : — 

“  As  regards  the  proposed  site  for  the  well  and  pumping  station  in  the 
field  at  Eynesbury,  close  to  the  river,  my  opinion  is  that — whilst  fully 
recognising  the  imperative  need  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  good  and  pure 
water  for  the  St.  Neots  Urban  District — any  scheme  purporting  to  obtain 
a  supply  from,  a  site  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  large  river,  which  is  at 
any  time  liable  to  sewage  contamination  and  floods,  should  be  viewed  with 
the  extremest  caution  and  gravest  suspicion,  save  and  except  when  there 
is  a  perfect  system  of  filtration  established  to  purify  any  water  coming 
from  the  river. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above,  I  may  say  that  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report,  the  proposed  site  in  question  is  two  feet  under  water  from 
flooding  of  the  river,  and  had  any  pumping  station  existed  at  this  spot 
during  the  great  flood  of  1894,  the  site  would  have  been  about  six  feet 
under  water,  and  such  station  would  have  been  washed  bodily  away.” 

I  objected  to  the  site  then ,  and  I  object  to  it  with  equal  persist¬ 
ence  now ,  as  one  to  be  avoided,  if  a  better  site  is  practicable,  and 
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I  believe  that  an  appropriate  site  could  have  been  selected  in  the 
green-sand  formation  in  several  of  the  parishes  in  my  rural 
districts. 

Ix?  order,  however,  to  assist  the  promoters  in  the  carrying  of 
their  Kill,  it  became  necessary  for  them  to  endeavour  to  discredit 
the  green-sand  formation  (where  we  suggested  we  might  go)  as  a 
source  of  supply,  and  this  they  did  by  showing  that  the  East 
Hunts.  Water  Company’s  water,  from  the  formation  at  Bourne, 
contained  iron,  as  indeed  it  does,  in  certain  quantity,  at  certain 
times.  It  is,  however,  a  perfectly  well-known  and  admitted  fact 
that  some  of  the  purest  supplies  in  this  kingdom  are  acquired  from 
the  green-sand,  and  the  only  point  as  affecting  this  formation  that 
could  be  produced  was  that  in  some  instances  there  was  iron.  In 
my  evidence  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  I  fully  explained 
my  objections  to  the  proposed  site.  That  we  could  have  procured 
a  better  one  and  purer  water  ourselves,  is,  I  think,  not  open  to 
doubt,  and  I  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that  the  parishes  of 
Gamlingay,  Tet worth  and  Waresley  were  all  upon  the  green-sand 
formation,  that  the  water  from  all  wells  sunk  in  them  was  of  an 
exceedingly  pure  quality,  and  without  a  trace  of  iron  in  it,  wdiilst 
as  far  as  could  be  judged,  the  supply  was  inexhaustible.  The  fact 
that  one  strata  of  green-sand — to  which  we  had  no  intention  of 
going — contained  iron  to  some  extent,  surely  should  not  have 
condemned  other  sites  of  the  same  formation,  miles  off,  where  iron 
was  proved  not  to  exist. 

It  would  have  cost  us  somewhat  more  money  than  the  Company’s 
scheme,  as  far  as  distance  and  mains  were  concerned,  but  on  the 
other  hand  we  should  have  avoided  the  necessity  for  a  reservoir 
and  any  system  for  filtration,  and,  in  addition,  we  should  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  our  supply  was  beyond  suspicion, 
as  far  as  freedom  from  organic  pollution  from  animal  and  vegetable 
matter  was  concerned,  and  this  is  more  than  can  ever  be  said  of 
the  other  supply  under  any  possible  circumstances. 

I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  delay  of  your  Council  in  taking  any 
active  measures  to  provide  themselves  with  a  water  supply,  after 
having  for  years  and  years  been  entreated  to  do  so,  both  by  myself 
and  my  predecessor,  weighed  materially  against  us  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee.  It  is  much  better  that  towns  like 
St.  Neots  should  have  the  coutrol  of  their  own  water  supply,  and 
such  view  is,  I  think,  generally  accepted,  and  I  feel  sure  that  had 
your  Council  taken  the  initiative  before  the  Company’s  Bill  was 
promoted  instead  of  after ,  the  Bill  would  never  have  passed,  and 
we  should  have  been  left  to  our  own  devdces,  provided  of  course 
that  your  Council  had  given  the  Parliamentary  Committee  reliable 
guarantees  that  we  really  intended  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works. 

It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  the  event  of  the 
Company  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  their  Bill,  it  will  devolve 
upon  and  behove  your  Council  to  provide  a  constant  check  on,  and 
systematic  examination  of,  the  water  supplied  to  us  by  any  outside 
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Company ;  indeed  the  failure  to  enforce  any  such  scrutiny  would, 
after  the  lessons  of  Maidstone  and  Lynn,  subject  any  District 
Council  in  the  Kingdom  to  the  severest  condemnation. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  greater  portion  of  the  sewage 
of  St.  Neots  passes  into  the  river  Ouse,  and  although  we  are 
infringing  the  Divers  Pollution  Act  by  allowing  it,  I  do  not  see 
what  other  course  is  to  be  adopted  in  view  of  the  impracticability 
of  carrying  out  any  scheme  of  sewage. 

A  regular  system  for  the  scavenging  of  streets,  removal  of  refuse, 
emptying  of  dust  bins  is  efficiently  carried  out  under  contract. 

The  dairies,  cow-sheds, bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been 
duly  inspected,  and  with  regard  to  the  latter,  bye-laws  have  been 
adopted  which  are  rigidly  enforced  in  respect  of  these  buildings. 

In  addition  to  those  Acts  previously  in  force,  the  Baths  and 
Wash-houses  Act  has  during  the  past  year  been  adopted,  with  a 
view  of  providing  efficient  bathing  places  for  St.  Neots  and 
Eynesbury,  and  for  enforcing  certain  rules  wTith  regard  to  bathing 
in  the  river. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  POYNTZ  WEIGHT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  (E). 

ST.  NEOTS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

DEATHS  PiEGISTERED  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1897. 


Note. — The  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  in  the  District, 
are  excluded,  and  the  Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  beyond  ilic 
limits  of  the  Districts  are  included. 
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*  By  iilliug  in  this  Column  the  Statistics  of  Table  III.  will  be  made  comparable  with  those  of 
the  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  and  also  available  for  the  Reports 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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TABLE  (F). 

ST.  NEOTS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1897,  from  certain  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  of  Population,  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  ; 
also  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  other  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  Births  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  under 
one  year. 


Division  I. 

(Adults). 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Population 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

1.  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ... 
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111-11 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  ... 

12 

2-96 

190-45 

3.  Principal  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 
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79-36 

Division  II. 

(Infants  under  One  Year.) 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Births. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year. 

4.  Wasting  Diseases 
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44-24 

384-61 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

Notice. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  Simple  Continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  AVant  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


Infantile 

Mortality 


To  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  twelfth  Annual  Report 
as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  1897. 

Immediately  below  is  the  table  containing  the  returns  of  the 
two  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  to  the  work  they  have  carried  out 
during  the  past  year.  The  joint  return  is,  as  before,  combined  in 
one. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Number  of  Complaints  received  during’  the  year 
Number  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  inspected 
Number  of  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.  ... 
Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and 
Premises 

Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  Cleansed,  Repaired,  Whitewashed, 
Ac 

o*  •••  •••  ••• 

HousesDisinfected  after  illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 
House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  Ac. 

Privies  and  Waterclosets  Repaired,  Ac.  ... 

Ditto — New  provided 
Dust  Bins — New  provided 

Water  Supply — Cisterns  Cleansed,  Repaired  andCovered 
Dust  Removal — Number  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ... 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 
Bakehouses  inspected 
Cowsheds  inspected 
Licensed  Slaughter-houses 


33 

271 

103 


62 


15 
10 
30 
20 

4 

3 

6 

19 

16 
1 

21 

7 

15 


T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  births  registered  amount  to  179,  with  a  rate  per  1000  of 
population  of  22*54. 

The  registered  death  total  112,  with  a  rate  per  1000  of  population 
of  14T0. 


Twenty-eight  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  were  registered 
during  1897,  nineteen  of  these  being  under  one  year,  the  death  rate 
per  1000  of  births  for  children  under  one  year  standing  at  106T4. 
All  the  above  totals  and  rates  show  very  litttle  difference  during 
the  last  few  years. 


30 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Measles. 


Scarlatina. 


Diphtheria. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-two  eases  have  been  notified  under  the 
Act.  They  are  comprised  as  follows  :  Measles,  92  ;  Diphtheria, 
13;  Scarlatina,  14;  Erysipelas,  10;  Enteric  Fever,  2  ;  Puerperal 
Fever,  1. 

This  disease  has  been  far  more  prevalent  than  any  other  of  the 
zymotic  type.  A  very  extensive  outbreak  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  occurred  at  Buckden,  over  sixty  cases  being  notified  from 
that  village.  It  was  also  prevalent  at  Diddington,  Abbotsiey, 
Midloe,  Southoe,  andCatworth.  The  Schools  of  Buckden,  Didding¬ 
ton,  Southoe,  and  Abbotsiey  were  closed  for  certain  periods  on 
account  of  these  epidemics.  There  was  no  death  from  this  disease. 

The  fourteen  cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified  from  various 
villages,  including  Hail  Weston,  Abbotsiey,  Kimbolton,  Tilbrook 
and  Graf  ham. 

No  death  was  registered  from  scarlatina.  At  Graf  ham,  three 
cases  were  notified  from  one  house,  Beales,  at  the  Manor  Farm. 
The  daughter,  Emma,  aged  fifteen,  was  first  attacked.  She  was 
acting  as  a  pupil  teacher  at  Ellington  Schools,  in  a  parish  near, 
but  outside,  your  district.  She  was  taken  ill  with  sore  throat,  and 
returned  home,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Ellington 
wrote  to  her  medical  attendant  to  watch  the  case.  The  girl 
seemed  perfectly  well  when  Dr.  Hillyer  saw  her,  week  later,  however, 
desquamation  commenced,  proving  that  she  had  had  scarlatina. 
Two  other  children  in  the  house  contracted  the  disease,  but,  as 
the  farm  was  in  an  entirely  isolated  spot,  and  the  other  children 
were  confined  to  the  house  and  grounds,  there  was  no  spread. 

A  very  serious  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  October  last 
in  connection  with  the  Yelling  and  Toseland  Schools.  The  total 
number  of  cases  notified  amounted  to  thirteen,  with  three  deaths. 
The  outbreak  will  be  best  understood  by  reference  to  the  text  of 
the  Special  Report  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  at  the 
time,  and  which  is  printed  below. 


Sir, 


St.  Neots,  Hunts., 

October  14th,  1897. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  amongst  the  scholars  of  the  joint  schools  for  the 
parishes  of  Toseland  and  Yelling,  situate  within  the  area  of  the  St.  Neots 
Rural  District  Council. 

Twelve  cases  have  been  reported  since  the  11th  inst.,  three  of  which 
have  prove  fatal. 

I  visited  Yelling  yesterday,  and  the  following  are  the  facts; — 


The  first  case  was  that  of  Florence  Dye,  who  died  of  membranous 
croup  on  Thursday,  7th  inst.  This  child  wras  at  school  on  the  previous 
Monday,  the  4th,  and  complained  of  feeling  ill  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 


As  before  stated,  sbe  died  on  the  7th  inst.  but  the  parents  thought 
nothing  of  it  until  she  was  taken  suddenly  worse  on  that  day,  a  medical 
man  was  sent  for,  but  the  child  was  dead  before  his  arrival.  An  inquest 
was  held  and  a  post-mortem  ordered,  and  the  verdict  was  “death  from 
membranous  croup  of  a  diphtheritic  nature.” 

The  second  death  was  that  of  Walter  Cullip,  who  was  taken  ill  on 
Saturday,  9th  inst.,  and  died  on  Tuesday,  12th.  A  third  death  has  been 
reported  whilst  wri  ting  this.  On  enquiry  at  the  schools,  I  ascertained  that 
out  of  a  total  of  82  scholars,  only  80  were  present,  and  of  the  absent  ones, 
(apart  from  the  cases  already  notified)  23  were  suffering  from  some  kind 
of  sore  throat,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  medical  aid  had  been  sought. 

As  far  as  can  be  gathered  the  other  absentees  were  kept  away  by  their 
parents  who  were  frightened  at  the  deaths  which  had  occurred. 

As  touching  the  possible  cause  of  the  outbreak,  careful  enquiry  shows 
the  milk  supply  to  be  beyond  suspicion.  An  examination  of  the  school 
premises  affords  no  evidence  that  the  outbreak  was  produced  by  any 
condition  existing  therein.  The  drains  were  all  re-laid  and  re-trapped 
a  few  years  since.  The  privy  accommodation  for  boys  and  girls,  and  the 
urinals  for  the  boys  are  situated  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the  school 
buildings  and  considerably  below  them.  They  are  in  excellent  condition. 

The  water  supply  is  afforded,  in  the  case  of  Yelling,  from  two  public' 
wells,  recently  sunk  in  different  parts  of  the  village ;  and  in  Toseland — 
from  which  six  cases  are  reported --the  supply  also  comes  from  a  public 
pump.  Most  of  the  houses  in  which  the  Yelling  scholars  live,  use  one  or 
other  of  the  public  pumps,  but  in  the  case  of  Dye  the  first  child  who 
died — the  water  was  obtained  from  a  private  well,  the  surroundings  of 
which  are  of  a  doublful  character. 

Samples  of  all  these  waters  have  been  taken  for  analysis,  the  result 
of  which,  when  completed,  will  be  presented  to  the  Council  at  their 
meeting  on  the  olst  inst.,  and  any  action  required  will  then  be  taken. 

It  has  been  considered  advisable  that  the  schools  should  be  closed, 
and  instructions  have  been  given  for  the  disinfection  of  the  buildings. 

With  regard  to  the  infected  houses,  every  precaution  has  also  been 
taken  as  far  as  practicable  for  the  suppression  of  the  outbreak. 


(  Signed ) 

T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

To  St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Secretary, 

Local  Government  Board, 

Whitehall, 

London. 


Analyses  of  the  water  from  the  two  public  wells  at  Yelling  and 
Dye’s  house  were  made,  and  also  one  from  the  public  well  at 
Toseland.  The  two  public  wells  at  Yelling,  which  had  been 
recently  sunk,  afforded  very  pure  water.  The  water  from  Dye’s 
well  was  exceedingly  impure,  and  the  surroundings  most  unsanitary. 
This  well  was  closed.  The  water  from  the  public  source  in 
Toseland  was  of  indifferent  quality,  but  not,  I  think,  of  a  nature 
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to  produce  disease.  Six  of  the  children  attacked  resided  in  one 
house  in  Toseland,  foor  of  them  exhibiting  a  most  severe  type. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  each  of  these  six  cases  were  injected  with 
diphtheria  anti-toxin,  and  they  all  rapidly  improved,  making  good 
recoveries.  As  shown  in  the  special  report,  the  schools  were 
closed,  and  the  outbreak  begun  and  ended  with  the  thirteen  cases 
above  mentioned,  within  the  very  short  period  of  four  days. 


The  one  other  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  from  Hail  Weston. 

The  first  of  these  cases  was  notified  from  the  village  of  Offord 
Cluey  in  August.  The  only  other  instance  ol  typhoid  was 
reported  from  Hail  Weston  in  October,  the  patient,  a  man,  aged 
23,  had  been  at  work  at  Kettering,  and  came  home  to  Hail  Weston 
suffering  from  the  disease,  having  had  no  medical  advice  and 
being  unaware  from  what  he  was  suffering.  This  case  was  in  no 
way  connected  with  any  condition  existing  in  the  district. 


The  single  case  of  puerperal  fever  during  the  year  occurred  at 
Catworth.  The  woman  made  a  good  recoverv  and  nothing  in 

O  J  O 

connection  with  the  case  requires  special  attention. 


Ten  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  from  different  places 
during  the  year. 

Those  points  touching  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease, 
isolation  hospitals  and  disinfection,  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 
general  portion  of  this  report. 


The  conditions  of  water  supply,  both  as  regards  public  wells  and 
the  supply  of  private  houses  have  received  attention  during  the 
year. 


At  Abbotsley,  the  public  supply  at  the  east  end  of  the  village 
has  been  a  Constance  source  of  anxiety.  It  was  found  in  October 
that  the  public  well,  receiving  the  water  from  the  reservoir  on 
Mr.  Peacock’s  land,  was  nolluted  bv  a  drain  connected  with  an 
adjoining  public-house.  Permission  was  obtained  from  the  owner 
to  sink  a  new  well,  higher  up  the  slope  of  the  field,  and  nearer 
the  reservoir,  and  all  chance  of  pollution  is  now  prevented.  The 
water,  however,  which  is  obtained  from  the  open  reservoir  is  at 
best  of  a  most  indifferent  character,  but  unfortunately  no  other 
water  is  obtainable. 


The  water  supplies  of  Great  Paxton  and  Grafham  have  had  the 
careful  consideration  of  your  Council  during  the  past  year,  and 
directions  were  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  serve  notices 
on  numerous  owners  in  both  villages  to  amend  the  water  supply 
of  their  respective  properties. 
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House 

Sanitation. 


Several  bouses  within  your  district  have  come  under  the  notice 
of  your  Sanitary  Officers  during  the  year  in  certain  villages,  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Glosses  Act,  and  they  have  either 
been  made  habitable  or  closed. 


Drainage  and  Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  carried  out  some  good  work 

Sewerage,  under  this  heading  during  1897,  both  with  regard  to  the  drainage 
of  houses,  the  condition  of  the  privy  middens  in  small  tenements, 
and  the  inspection  of  public  drains.  In  July,  the  question  of  the 
drainage  of  the  farmyard  of  Mrs.  Millard  at  Great  Gransden  again 
came  under  notice.  A  great  quantity  of  the  fluid  sewage  in  the 
yard  percolated  through  and  underneath  the  wall  dividing  it  from 
Mr.  Ryder’s  garden,  and  polluted  the  water  of  his  garden  well. 
The  agent  of  the  property  was  applied  to,  and  the  levels  of  the 
yard  have  been  altered,  the  base  of  the  wall  has  been  clay  puddled, 
and  further  soakage  of  sewage  prevented. 

In  December,  the  question  of  Buckden  drains  came  under  your 
notice.  A  complaint  was  made  of  the  smell  emanating  from  the 
open  grids  in  the  streets.  After  an  examination,  I  advised  that 
the  old  and  untrapped  grids  should  be  replaced  with  proper  traps 
■ — similar  to  those  fixed  in  the  streets  of  St.  Neots  and  Kimbolton 
— in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  sewer  and  other  foul  gases 
into  the  street.  The  matter  was  referred  by  your  Council  to  the 
Buckden  Parish  Council,  and  at  a  meeting  held  during  the  first 
week  of  the  present  month,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  drains  of  certain 
premises,  but,  with  regard  to  the  street  grids,  no  action  was  taken. 

Schools.  During  the  year,  several  schools  have  been  closed  owing  to  the 

outbreaks  of  different  infectious  disease.  The  schools  affected 
under  this  head  were  those  of  Great  Staughton,  Diddington, 
Southoe,  Buckden,  Toseland  and  Yelling,  which  were  closed  at 
different  times  during  the  year,  and  for  various  periods. 


Premises 
llegulated  by 
Sanitary 
Authorities. 


The  dairies,  cowsheds,  milk  shops,  bake-houses,  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

Upon  all  other  questions  of  general  sanitation,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  initial  part  of  this  report,  where  all  such  subjects 
have  been  discussed. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1897,  in  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District  classified  according  to 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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1 

•  »  • 

1 

Diphtheria 

... 

3 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 
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•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

6 

2 

2 

14 

i 
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*  By  filling  in  this  Column  the  Statistics  of  Table  III.  will  be  made  comparable  with  those  of 
the  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  and  also  available  for  the  Reports 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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ST.  NEOTS  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1897,  from  certain  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  of  Population,  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  ; 
also  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  other  groups  of 
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(Adults). 
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Deaths  per  1000 
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at  all  ages. 
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of  Total  Deaths 
at  all  ages. 
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Division  11. 

(Infants  under  One  Year.) 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Births. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year. 

4.  Wasting  Diseases 
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5.  Convulsive  Diseases  ... 
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Notice. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox.  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  Simple  Continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


To  the  Eaton  Socon  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  third  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  state  of  your  district  and  the  work  that  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  your  officials. 

As  far  as  the  general  health  of  the  Eaton  Socon  area  is  concerned, 
there  is  cause  for  satisfaction  at  the  much  reduced  death  rate,  and 
the  freedom  from  zymotic  disease  during  1897. 

Below  is  appended  the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  giving 
the  returns  of  the  work  done  under  his  supervision. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  }rear 

Number  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  inspected 

Number  of  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac. 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and 
Premises 

Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  Cleansed,  Repaired,  White¬ 
washed,  Ac. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  InfectiousCharacter 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  Ac. 

Privies  and  Waterclosets  Repaired  Ac. 

Ditto — New  provided 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  Ac.,  abolished 

Dust  Removal — Number  of  Cummunications  received 
and  attended  to 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ... 

Bakehouses  inspected 

Slaughter-houses  inspected 


8 

25 

40 

19 

1 

2 

11 

16 

5 

6 


8 


2 

5 

5 


T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Eighty-three  births  were  registered  in  1897,  with  a  rate  per 
1000  of  population  of  23 '05. 


The  deaths  during  the  past  year  total  48,  with  a  rate  per  1000 
of  population  of  13*33,  as  against  16*29  for  1896,  and  20'49  for 
1895,  showing  a  very  marked  decrease  of  mortality  at  all  ages. 

Nine  deaths  are  registered  in  children  under  five  years,  and  the 
whole  nine  are  also  under  one  year.  Of  these  nine  deaths,  one 
was  registered  from  diarrhoea,  two  from  debility  and  inanition,  two 
from  premature  birth,  one  from  congenital  malformation,  and 
three  from  dentition.  The  death  rate  per  1000  of  births,  works 
out  at  108  '45. 


44 


Zymotic  The  district  has  been  practically  exempt  during  the  year  from 

Diseases,  this  class  of  disease,  four  cases  only  having  been  notified,  one  of 
typhoid  at  Nether  Dean,  two  cases  of  erysipelas,  one  at  Nether 
Dean,  the  other  at  Eaton  Socon,  and  a  case  of  scarlatina  at  Little 
Staughton.  One  death  occurred  from  zymotic  disease,  a  child, 
eleven  months  old,  from  diarrhoea,  but  this  disease  is  not  included 
under  the  Notification  Act. 


Such  a  freedom  is  of  course,  exceptional,  more  especially  as 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  in  the  other  half  of  the  Union 
during  the  past  year,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  anticipated  that  we 
shall  have  another  year  with  such  immunity  from  zymotic  ailments. 
The  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  comes  out  at  the  extremely 
low  figure  of  O’ A 


Enteric  The  case  of  typhoid  mentioned,  above,  in  the  parish  of  Nether 

Fever.  Dean,  your  district  is  not  responsible  for,  as  the  patient  lived  at 
Yielden,  except  on  Sundays,  and  the  disease  was  contracted  out¬ 
side  our  limits. 


Phthisis,  Phthisis  has  two  deaths  ascribed  to  it,  with  a  rate  per  1000  of 

population  of  0’83. 


Respiratory  Respiratory  disease  is  accountable  for  thirteen  deaths,  giving  a 
Diseases  rate  per  1000  of  population  of  3*61. 


Cancer.  Cancer  has  four  deaths  against  it,  one  in  excess  of  last  year. 

The  question  of  cancer  and  phthisis  is  fully  discussed  in  the  early 
part  of  this  report. 

Isolation  I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

Hospital.  for  Bedford  that  a  suggestion  has  been  made  to  render  the 
Biggleswade  Infectious  Hospital  available  for  cases  occurring  in 
your  district,  and  I  trust  that  the  proposition  may  be  carried  out. 


General 

Matters. 


The  question  of  drainage  and  sewerage,  house  sanitation  and 
places  under  supervision,  have  all  received  the  attention  of  your 
Officers  during  the  year,  and  beyond  the  general  observations 
contained  in  the  first  portion  of  this  report,  there  is,  1  am  glad  to 
say,  nothing  specially  requiring  note  as  to  your  district. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1897,  in  the  Eaton  Socon  Iiural  District  classified  according  to 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Socon  Eural  District ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  (E). 

EATON  SOCON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  FEOM  ALL  CAUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1897. 


Note.— The  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurring  in  Public.  Institutions  situated  in  the  District 
are  excluded,  and  the  Deaths  of  Eesidents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  District  are  included. 


I— Specific  Febrile ,  or  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

1 —  Miasmatic  Diseases. 
Influenza 

2 —  Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 
Diarrhoea,  Dysentery 

IV- —  Constitutional  Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Phthisis 

V- —  Develop  m  e  nta  l  D  iscases. 

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Malformations 

VI — Local  Diseases. 

1 — Diseases  of  Nervous  System, 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  the  Brain, 
Hemiplegia,  Brain  Paralysis 
Insanity,  General  Paralysis  of  the 
Insane 

3 —  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

4/  %J 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 
Other  Diseases  of  Heart... 

4 —  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 
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TABLE  (E)— Continued. 


5 — Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Dentition 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

J aundice  and  otherDiseases  of  Liver 

8 — Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

VIII. — Deaths  from  Ill-Defined  and 
not  Specified  Causes. 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 
Mortification  ... 
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*  By  filling  in  this  Column  the  Statistics  of  Table  III.  will  be  made  comparable  with  those  of 
the  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Keturns  of  the  Registrar-General,  and  also  available  for  the  Reports 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


SUMMARY  OF  TABLE  (E). 


No.  of  Deaths. 


I.  — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases — 

J .  Miasmatic  Diseases 

2.  Diarrhceal  ,, 

if.  Malarial  ,, 

4.  Zoogenous  ,,  . 

5.  Yeneral  , 

6.  Septic  ,, 

II.  — Parasitic  Diseases  . . 

III. — Dietic  Diseases  ...  . . 

IY. — Constitutional  Diseases  . 

Y. — Developmental  Diseases  . 

VI.  — Local  Diseases — 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Organs 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain 

Use 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ... 

9.  Diseases  ot  Reproductive  System  ... 

a  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 
It  Diseases  of  Parturition 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System... 

VII.  — Violence— 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  . 

2.  Homicide 

3.  Suicide  ... 

4.  Execution 


1 

1 


6 

3 

10 


13 

5 


3 


VIII. — Causes  Not  Specified  or  Ill-Defined...  3 
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TABLE  (F). 

EATON  SOCON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1897,  from  certain  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  of  Population,  and  to  i000  Deaths  from  all  causes  ; 
also  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  other  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  Births  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  under 
one  year. 


Division  I. 

(Adults). 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Population 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

1.  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

1 

0-2 

20-83 

• 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  ... 

1 3 

2T 

271-29 

3.  Principal  Tubercular  Diseases 

f> 

.  -  - 

0’6 

64-41 

Division  II. 

(Infants  under  One  Year.) 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1 000 
of  Births. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
under  One  A'ear. 

4.  Wasting  Diseases 

4 

48  22 

0  0.00 
oo  oo 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  ... 

O 

«) 

36*1 0 

62-50 

Notice. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  Simple  Continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 


TABLE  (G). 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


To  the  C  ax  ton  and  Arrington  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual  Report 
as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district,  together  with  the 
remarks  upon  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year,  in  so  far  as 
my  official  duties  are  concerned. 

Immediately  below  is  the  report  of  . the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
giving  a  summary  of  the  work  that  he  has  carried  out  during  1897. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 
Number  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  inspected 
Number  of  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  Ac. 
Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and 
Premises 

Houses,  Premises,  Ac.,  Cleansed,  Repaired,  White¬ 
washed,  Ac. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 
House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  Ac. 

Ditto  Ventilated  ... 

Privies  and  Waterclosets  Repaired,  Ac. 

Ditto  supplied  with  Water 
Ditto — New  provided 
Dust  Bins — New  provided 

Ditto  Repaired,  Covered,  Ac _ 

Water  Supply — Cisterns  (new)  erected  ... 

Ditto — Cisterns  Cleansed,  Repaired  and  Covered 
Ditto — Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  Ac.  abolished 
Removal  af  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ... 

Bakehouses  inspected 
Slaughter-houses  inspected  ... 


16 

256 

153 
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3  5 
23 
10 
7 
38 

4 

28 

18 

10 

5 

10 


18 

hr 

7 

6 


T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


One  hundred  and  ninety-one  births  were  registered  during  1897, 
giving  a  birth-rate  per  1000  of  population  of  22 T 8. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  come  to  120,  with  a 
death  rate  per  1000  of  population  of  14*01,  the  highest  since  1892. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  five  are  higher  than  they  have 
been  since  1894,  giving  a  total  of  twenty-three  under  one  year, 
and  eight  under  five  years.  The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  per 
1000  of  births  is  120*41. 
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Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Measles. 


Scarlatina. 


Enteric 

Fever. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diphtheria. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


Of  the  children  under  one  year,  three  died  from  whooping  cough, 
one  from  diphtheria,  two  from  diarrhoea,  one  from  tuberculosis, 
three  from  premature  birth,  three  each  from  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  two  from  dentition,  one  from  enteritis,  and  four  from 
inanition.  Of  the  children  between  one  and  five  years,  two  deaths 
are  ascribed  to  whooping  cough,  and  one  each  to  tuberculosis, 
convulsions,  laringitis  and  croup.  Two  also  died  from  pneumonia. 

Eighty  cases  of  this  class  of  disease  were  notified  during  1897, 
and  are  comprised  as  follows  :  Measles,  55  ;  Erysipelas,  12  ; 
Diphtheria,  6  ;  Scarlatina,  3  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  3  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  1. 

This  disease  was  more  or  less  general  in  your  district  throughout 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  more  especially  at  Elcisley  and 
Elsworth,  but  no  death  was  registered  from  it. 

But  three  cases  of  this  ailment  were  notified,  two  at  Elsworth 
and  one  at  Orwell  which  do  not  require  comment. 

The  great  freedom  of  your  district  from  typhoid,  or  enteric 
fever  during  1897  is  a  cause  for  satisfaction,  but  one  case  having 
occurred  during  the  year,  at  Graveley. 

This,  although  one  of  the  zymotics,  is  not  included  in  the 
Notification  Act.  Five  children,  however,  died  from  it—  all  under 
five  years.  This  disease  was  very  prevalent,  and  several  schools 
were  closed  in  consequence. 

Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  In  March,  five  cases 
occurred  at  Gilbert’s  cottage  in  Papworth  St.  Agnes,  with  two 
deaths.  An  examination  of  the  premises  disclosed  nothing  to 
account  for  the  disease.  The  water  supply  was,  however, 
afforded  from  two  sources,  one  from  a  dipping  place  in  the 
road-side  dyke,  the  other  from  a  pipe  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  in  connection  with  the  drain  and  filter  bed  attached  to  the 
reservoir  in  the  adjoining  field.  Both  these  waters  proved  to  be 
organically  polluted.  1  advised  that  the  reservoir  should  be 
thoroughly  cleaned,  the  drain  opened  from  end  to  end  and  also 
cleaned,  and  the  filter  bed  emptied  and  re-charged.  The  above 
filter  bed  and  drain  were  laid  down  over  six  years  ago  in  consequence 
of  a  fatal  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  same  house,  when  the  water  of 
the  reservoir  was  condemned. 

The  other  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  Croydon  in  a  man  aged 
41.  I  was  entirely  unable  to  trace  its  cause.  The  condition  of 
the  premises  and  the  wrater  supply  were  both  good. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  within  the  year,  two  in 
the  Caxton  Workhouse,  both  of  which  were  fatal,  and  one  at 
Gamlingay. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board? 
which  directs  that  any  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  within 
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any  workhouse,  shall  immediately  be  reported  to  them  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  its  cause,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  connection  with  the  case,  I  made  an  inquiry  at  the 
Workhouse  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  the  following  is  the  text  of 
special  report  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  the  same 
evening.  It  gives  all  the  facts  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain 
them. 


Sir, 


New  Street,  St.  Neots, 

June  28th,  1897. 


I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  received  yesterday — the  27th 
inst. — notification  of  a  case  of  puerperal  septicaemia  within  the  Caxton 
Workhouse.  I  have  this  day  visited  the  Workhouse  and  have  made 
careful  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  case. 

I  find  that  the  patient,  Clara  Clarke,  aged  34  years,  gave  birth  to  a 
child  on  Monday,  21st  inst.  All  went  well  until  Thursday,  24th  inst.,  on 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  the  temperature  suddenly  rose,  and  symptoms 
of  commencing  puerperal  mischief  declared  themselves,  and  when  1  saw 
the  patient  at  1.0  p.m.  to-day,  she  was  practically  moribund. 

This  woman  was  attended  during  her  labour  by  Martha  Hagger,  the 
Workhouse  nurse,  who  removed  the  after-birth.  Borne  few  minutes  later 
she  was  seen  by  Dr.  Giles,  the  deputy  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  White  himself 
being  absent.  Dr.  Giles  saw  her,  also,  on  Tuesday,  22nd  inst.,  and  she  was 
visited  by  the  Medical  Officer,  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

With  regard  to  any  points  which  may  possibly  have  direct  bearing  on 
the  cause  of  this  woman's  illness,  I  have  collated  the  following  facts:  In 
the  early  part  of  this  month,  or  the  latter  end  of  May,  a  woman,  named 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  aged  21  years,  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy, 
entered  the  Workhouse  for  confinement.  On  June  8th  or  9th,  she  was 
seized  with  puerperal  eclampsia,  and  on  June  11th  her,  condition  became 
so  serious  and  critical,  that  the  Medical  Officer  induced  premature  labour, 
and  delivered  her  of  a  stillborn  child.  The  convulsions  then  ceased, 
but  a  day  or  two  after,  other  symptoms  supervened,  and  she  died  on  the 
19th  inst.,  the  death  being  certified  as  from  “puerperal  convulsions  and 
puerperal  septicaemia.”  This  case  was  not  notified. 

1 

The  woman  Wilson  was  attended  by  the  Workhouse  nurse  and  Medical 
Officer. 

Further  enquiry  shows  that  in  May,  the  Workhouse  nurse  attended  a 
private  lying-in  case  at  the  Police  Station  close  by,  and  from  what  can  be 
gathered,  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  woman  also  suffered  from  some  form 
of  puerperal  mischief,  and  was  ill  for  many  weeks.  This  patient  was 
attended  by  Dr.  Giles. 

I  have  also  ascertained  that  Drs.  White  and  Giles  attended  a  case  of 
phlegmonous  erysipelas  in  Caxton  village  during  the  first  week  in  this 
month,  and  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  that  premature  labour  was 
induced  in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Wilson. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  it  is,  I  fear,  impossible  to  resist  the 
conclusion  that  the  septic  poison  was  conveyed  from  the  outside  to  the 
woman  Wilson  and  I  think  it  must,  also,  be  held  that  the  second  case  — 
Clarke’s — (concerning  which  this  report  is  made)  was  probably  the  outcome 
of  the  first,  inasmuch  as  Clarke  was  confined  in  the  same  ward,  and 
attended  by  the  same  staff  as  Wilson. 
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Diarrhoea. 

Influenza. 

Phthisis, 

Cancer. 

Respi  ratory 
Diseases 


I  may  add  that  I  do  not  consider  the  lying-in  ward  well  adapted  for 
its  purpose,  It  has  only  one  door,  which  opens  into  a  large  general 
ward.  The  windows  are  small  and  very  high  up,  and  with  one  exception 
are  all  on  one  side  of  the  room,  so  that  there  is  no  cross  ventilation  and  there 
is  no  lavatory  or  sink  attached  to  the  ward. 

As  to  the  Workhouse,  its  sanitary  condition  is  perfect.  Through  the 
energy  of  the  master  an  elaborate  system  of  drainage  has  been  perfected 
within  the  last  year  or  tvTo  from  plans  which  I  have  seen  to-day,  and 
which  have  been  -worked  out  by  him  in  detail  with  great  skill. 


To 


(  Signed  ) 


T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

St.  Necks  Rural  District  Council. 


The  Secretary, 

Local  Government  Board, 
Whitehall, 


London. 


The  third  case  of  puerperal  fever,  Emily  Gray,  19,  living  at  the 
Sinks,  Gamlingay,  was  notified  by  Dr.  Syme.  I  saw  this  case 
with  him,  and  am  glad  to  state  that  the  woman  made  a 
good  recovery. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  animadverted  strongly  on  the  condition 
of  the  lying-in  ward  at  the  Workhouse,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter,  nor  have  any  instructions, 
I  believe,  been  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board.  I  have 
also,  in  the  early  portion  of  this  report,  expressed  mv  views  as  to 
puerperal  fever  and  those  febrile  conditions  of  the  lying-in  state 
which  are  so  closely  allied  to  it,  and  which  are  in  reality  different 
phases  of  the  same  disease. 

This,  although  a  zymotic  ailment,  is,  like  whooping  cough,  not 
included  in  the  Notification  Act.  Two  children  under  one  year 
died  from  it. 

Influenza  is  accountable  for  two  deaths,  both  very  elderly 
persons.  This  disease  was  exceedingly  prevalent  in  the  early  and 
later  months  of  the  year,  but  not  so  fatal  as  heretofore. 

Seven  deaths  are  recorded  against  this  disease,  with  a  death 
rate  of  (P81  per  1000  of  population. 

Six  deaths  were  registed  from  cancer,  which  is  evidently  on  the 
increase. 


I  would  refer  you  to  the  statistics  as  to  the  prevalence  of 
phthisis  and  cancer  in  all  my  districts  during  the  past  twelve 
years,  which  you  will  find  in  the  first  portion  of  this  report. 

The  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  are  about  the  average, 
giving  a  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  of  1'9S. 
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We  are,  I  regret  to  say,  apparently  no  nearer  the  possession  of 
‘  a  hospital  for  the  isolation  of  first  cases  of  infections  disease,  than 
we  were  some  years  ago,  but  I  trust  ere  long,  all  my  districts  will 
have  a  separate  isolation  hospital,  or  a  combined  one  for  the  use  of 
all  four. 


Water  This  important  question  of  sanitation  has  received  every  attention. 

Supply.  At  Orwell,  in  May,  an  analysis  of  the  public  well  was  made,  as 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  had  reason  to  doubt  its  condition. 


As  regards  the  water  supply  at  Papworth  St.  Agnes,  alluded  to 
in  my  remarks  on  diphtheria,  the  work  that  1  suggested  was 
carried  out  under  my  own  supervision  and  the  water  was  rendered 
as  good  as  it  is  possible  for  any  such  source  to  be  made. 

The  public  water  supply  at  Graveley,  which  is  from  an  open 
reservoir,  has  been  attended  to,  but  the  supply  is  a  most  unsuitable 
one. 

In  December  last  I  received  instructions  from  your  Council  to 
to  make  an  analysis  of  the  Workhouse  well.  This  water  had  not 
been  used  for  many  years,  having  been  condemned  by  my  prede¬ 
cessor,  Dr.  Syson,  about  fourteen  years  since,  and  the  drinking 
water  used  by  the  inmates  has  been  procured  from  a  well  on  the 
public  highway  between  the  Workhouse  and  the  Cambridge  Road. 
This,  however,  began  to  fail  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
Guardians  were  anxious,  therefore,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
their  own  well  after  so  long  a  period.  Since  the  condemnation  of 
the  well,  as  before  stated,  the  drainage  of  the  Workhouse  has  been 
considerably  altered,  and  drains  passing  close  to  the  well  have  been 
removed.  On  analysing  the  water  I  found  that  it  contained  a 
good  deal  of  mineral  matter,  but  there  was  not  sufficient  organic 
contamination  to  condemn  it.  What  action  the  -Guardians  will 
elect  to  take  on  this  matter  I  am  not  at  present  aware. 

Drainage  and  The  condition  of  the  house-drains,  yards,  &c.,  have  been  looked 
Sewerage,  after  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  question  of  the  dyke  at  Elt.isley,  which  runs  on  to  Caxton 
has  come  before  your  Council  on  several  occasions.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  dyke  had  been  closed  in  by  one  of  the  owners  of 
property  abutting  on  the  dyke.  This  was  carried  out  by  the 
permission  of  the  Parish  Council,  under  the  belief  that  the  dyke 
belonged  to  the  parish.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the  dyke  was,- 
beyond  doubt,  the  property  of  Mr.  G.  0.  Newton,  and  that  the 
parish  had  acted  ultra  vires  as  to  the  permission  which  they  gave  to 
cover  in  any  portion  of  a  dyke  which  did  not  belong  to  them. 

I  made  a  report  to  your  Council  after  examining  the  spot,  and 
advised  that,  as  portion  of  the  dyke  had  been  closed  in,  that  it 
would  be  be  better  for  the  whole  portion  opposite  the  houses  to  be 
closed,  provided  that  a  culvert  sufficiently  large  to  take  away 
Hood  water,  was  put  in.  Your  Council,  however,  appointed  a 
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special  Committee  to  report  upon  the  matter,  and  they  thought 
otherwise,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  December  an  order 
was  made  that  the  obstruction  closing  a  portion  of  the  dyke  should  be 
removed,  but  this  has  not  yet  been  carried  out,  as  I  believe  some 
arrangement  with  the  owner,  Mr.  G.  0.  Newton,  is  under 
negotiation. 

In  December,  certain  cottages  at  Eltisley,  four  in  number,  be¬ 
longing  to  Miss  Nightingale,  were  examined  by  myself  and  the 
Inspector.  Two  of  them  were  uninhabited,  one  of  the  others 
required  some  attention  to  the  roof  and  tiling,  and  the  other  needed 
entire  repair,  or  closing  as  being  unfit  for  habitation. 

I  have  fully  gone  into  the  question  of  house  sanitation  and  over¬ 
crowding  as  affecting  all  my  districts  in  the  first  portion  of  my 
report,  and  I  would  particularly  draw  your  attention  to  the  same. 

The  following  schools  have  been  closed  during  the  year  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  for  different  periods  :  Elsworth  on 
account  of  measles,  and  Eversden,  on  account  of  whooping  cough. 

The  usual  inspection  of  all  premises  under  the  control  of  your 
Council  has  been  carefully  carried  out  during  the  year. 

All  other  general  questions  of  sanitation  which  have  required 
comment  from  me  will  be  found  in  the  first  portion  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  POYNTZ  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Estima¬ 
ted  to 
middle 
of  1897 

c 

o 

o 

to  : 

CO 

- 

,  8660 

Census 

1891 

b 

8681 

8681 

Names  of 
Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose 
of  these 

Statistics ;  Public 
Institutions  being 
shown  as 

separate  localities. 

a 

Caxton  Union 

Workhouse . 

Totals  . 

State  here  whether  ‘Notification  of  Infections  Disease’  is  compulsory  in  the  District:  Yes. — Since  when:  1890. — Besides 
the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the 
District  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly. — State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the 
District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it 
is  situated.- — No  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Notes. — 1.  Population  at  Census,  1891,  8681. — Area  of  District  in  Acres,  46058. 


TABLE  (D.) 

C  A  XT  ON  &  ARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  (E). 

CAXTON  &  ARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

DEATHS  EEGISTEEED  FEOM  ALL  CAUSES  DUPING  THE  YEAE  1S97. 


Note. — The  Deaths  of  Non-Eesidents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  in  the  District 
are  excluded,  and  the  Deaths  of  Eesidents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  District  are  included. 
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I.  Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic 

Diseases 

6 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

13 

1 

II.  Parasitic  Diseases... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

III.  Dietic  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

IV.  Constitutional  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

... 

5 

1. 

2 

18 

o 

o  ! 

V.  Developmental  Diseases 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  , 

.  .  . 

... 

•  .  • 

4 

10 

8 

25 

... 

VI.  Local  Diseases 

9 

5 

1 

5 

1 

3 

7 

8 

11 

7 

.. 

57 

VII.  Deaths  from  Violence 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

3 

i 

VIII.  Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and 

Not  Specified  Causes  _  ... 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

... 

4 

... 

Totals 

|  23 

10 

o 

O 

8 

4 

7 

.7 

15 

16 

20 

9 
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5 

I — Specific  Febrile ,  or  Zymotic 

j 

Diseases. 

1 — Miasmatic  Diseases. 

| 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

•  • « 

... 

... 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

•  .  • 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

.  • . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

■  •  • 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

2 

•  .  • 

Influenza 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

... 

2 — Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

- 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  ' 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

5 — Venereal  Diseases. 

Syphilis 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 — Septic  Diseases. 

Erysipelas 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

IV —  Constitutional  Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

6 

3 

TubercularMeningitis, Hydrocephalus 

... 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  . 

Phthisis 

... 

•  •  • 

,  .  , 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

7 

... 

Otherforms  of  Tuberculosis, Scrofula 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Purpura,  Haemorrhagic  Diathesis... 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

,  .  . 

1 

.  .  , 

Glycosuria,  Diabetes  Mellitus 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

V— Developmental  Diseases. 

- 

Premature  Birth 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Old  Age 

... 

..i 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

4 

8 

10 

22 

... 

VI — Local  Diseases. 

. 

1 — Diseases  of  Nervous  System, 

_ _ 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  the  Brain. 

Hemiplegia,  Brain  Paralysis 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

Epilepsy 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

.  .  , 

... 

3 

... 

Convulsions 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

TABLE  (E)— Continued. 
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3 — Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 

1 

2 

1 

4 

... 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

4 

5 

... 

13 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

4 — Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Laryngitis 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

Croup  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

1 

.  .  • 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

.  . 

Bronchitis 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

6 

... 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

1 

OtherDiseases  of  RespiratorySystem 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

i 

... 

... 

2 

... 

5 — Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Dentition 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

•  •  • 

I ... 

... 

1 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestine.. 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

Ascites 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

... 

i 

... 

... 

1 

8 — Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis 

l 

1 

... 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

i 

•  • 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

... 

h  — Of  Parturition. 

Puerperal  Convulsions  .. 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

Placenta  prsevia,  Flooding 

... 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

VII — Deaths  from  Violence. 

1 — Accident  or  Negligence. 

Drowning 

1 

1 

Suffocation 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  • 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 — Suicide. 

Cut,  Stab 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

-  •  • 

l 

...  .. 

... 

• 

1 

1 

VIII. — Deaths  from  Ill-Defined  and 
not  Specified  Causes. 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

4 

... 

... 

... 

•* 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

*  By  filling  in  this  Colnmn  the  Statistics  of  Table  III.  will  be  made  comparable  with  those  of 
the  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  and  also  available  for  the  Reports 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


SUMMARY  OF  TABLE  (E). 


I.  — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases- 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases 

2.  Diarrlioeal  ,, 

3.  Malarial  ,, 

4.  Zoogenous  ,, 

5.  Veneral  , 

6.  Septic  ,, 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases 

III. — Dietic  Diseases  ... 

IV.  — Constitutional  Diseases 
Y. — Developmental  Diseases 

VI. — Local  Diseases — 


1. 

9 

jU  , 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


No.  of  Deaths. 


9 

9 


8. 

9. 


10. 

11. 


Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 
Diseases  of  Circulatory  Organs 
Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 
Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertaii 
Use 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ... 

Diseases  ot  Reproductive  System 

a  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 
b  Diseases  of  Parturition 
Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 
Diseases  of  Integumentary  System... 

VII.  — Violence— 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence 

2.  Homicide 

3.  Suicide  ... 

4.  Execution 

VIII.  — Causes  Not  Specified  or  Ill-Defined.. 


18 

35 

8 

19 

17 

6 


120 


TABLE  (F). 

CAXTON  &  ARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1897,  from  certain  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  of  Population,  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  ; 
also  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  other  groups  of 
Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  Births  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  under 
one  year. 


Division  I. 

(Adults). 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Population 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

1.  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

9 

1-05 

75-00 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  ... 

17 

L98 

141-66 

3.  Principal  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

2*05 

75-00 

Division  II. 

(Infants  under  One  Year.) 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Births. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year. 

4.  Wasting  Diseases 

rr 

i 

36-64 

304-34 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  ... 

o 

«) 

15-70 

130-43 

Notice. 

i 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  Simple  Continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus.  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5..  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 


TABLE  (G). 

CAXTON  &  ARRINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in 


